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A contradiction is a conflict so deep that system change is needed 
for its resolution; hence imperial decline and fall as contradictions mature
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This reflection paper cannot be understood without the premise that the crisis we are witnessing is the crisis of a 

center/periphery system, that of the Imperialist Western European model, which Johan Galtung defined as a tetrapus 

with four tentacles, economic, military, political and cultural
2
. 

 
Each chain always breaks at its weakest link. Greece is the weakest link in the chain of European capitalism; it is “the 

sick patient” of Europe. But there are many sick people in this hospital, some are already in the Intensive Care Unit 

(Greece, Portugal and Ireland), others are almost in the same condition (Spain and Italy). France and Belgium are not 

too far behind, the others are in the waiting room, but in the end all will fall ill. The ideas that it is possible for 

countries like Germany, Finland, the Netherlands to be immune from the general European disease is an illusion. 

Today the ruling German class is facing a dilemma: on the one hand they do not want to bail out the rest of Europe 

and would be happy to see Greece leaving the Euro zone, on the other hand they fear the consequences of a sharpened 

European banking crisis, which seems to be the most likely outcome. This dilemma leads to a kind of paralysis of the 

political will and constant indecision which translates into imposing draconic austerity measures with immediate 

effectiveness and into the treaty to establish the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) when the crisis was already 

there instead of developing a common fiscal policy at the moment of the establishment of the euro. The European 

Commission acted like those who make a bad investment and then asks an accountant for advice, instead of doing it 

before. But apart from the EU, which are the other conflict parties? 
 
 
Germany and France. Since the fall of the wall, the reunification of Germany, the silent fear in Europe has been that 

this would give new life to old ambitions and would exacerbate the underlying and never solved conflict that has been 

crucial for both World Wars: the relation between France and Germany. Although, in theory, they are equal partners, 

in practice Germany has a powerful economy based on a strong industrial sector (Germany is about to recapture its 

position as the world’s leading exporter of manufactured goods from the Chinese) and the Bundesbank pulls the 

strings in Europe. Right now France seeks growth and is asking Germany to pay, in order to stimulate economies, 

while Germany calls for cuts and asks the capitalists to make sure their workers are paying for their crisis. 

 

Other Countries especially Italy and Greece:  

Needless to say the crisis in Greece and in Italy is the failure of their political systems based on corruption, on 

favoritism, destruction of entrepreneurship, patronage, nepotism and the distortion of justice that turned into a feeling 

of impotence. The Greek Constitution severely restricts the prosecution of political leaders; the same stands for Italy, 

where during the last two decades there has been a proliferation of laws with the same intent, so far, successful. But 

how do they relate to “this” Germany? Most Greeks view Germany as the de facto ruler of the EU at the moment. As 

the country that managed to achieve through the common currency what they failed to do during the two World Wars. 

As the country that has gained the most from the common currency (through exports) and from the current crisis (the 

devaluation of the euro helps German economy, which is export oriented), but who refuses to help out the weaker 

links of the euro zone (such as Greece). As the whole euro crisis unfolded, there was so much bad publicity about 

Greece in Germany (as reported in the Greek media) that old anti-German feelings re-emerged. Of course, Greeks 

blame themselves for many of the failures in the current system, but they believe they are paying a very high price 

indeed and that Greece is becoming a guinea pig for different types of financial policies and experiments. They 

believe that EU and therefore Germany set out to make Greece pay so that the other misfits of the Euro zone won’t 

follow Greece’s example. They also consider the EU/German-dictated policies short-sighted and Germany more 

robotic and pragmatic (more reactive than active) rather than incisive and efficient. They believe that Germany 

currently is less Eurocentric than in the past and much less visionary (i.e. a country that follows the will of the markets 

instead of a country with a plan) and more of a schoolyard bully that picks on weak countries. They believe that if 

Germany opposes certain actions, they will never take place no matter what the other countries think. When Sarkozy 
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was the President of France, he was viewed more as a Merkel’s lackey than an equal partner. After Hollande was 

elected, there were hopes that he would somehow be the voice of reason in the Franco-German alliance. They believe 

that Germany underestimated the crisis and the attempt to pin everything on Greece’s shortcomings was inaccurate, in 

fact it would have been more reasonable to focus on what was wrong in the system as whole as more and more 

countries are dragged into the crisis. Lately there has been an attempt on Germany’s part to improve the way Germans 

perceive Greece in this context and Germany’s image in Greece as well (Merkel visited Greece, Bild- the opinion 

shaping tabloid- interviewed the new Greek Prime Minister etc). This has been attributed to external pressure from the 

US (upcoming elections) and mainly China on Germany to fix their business in the Euro zone and to a lesser extent to 

the fact that the newly elected Greek PM is a CDU ally.  

The Italian public opinion, victim of one the worst media empires of the world, seems more homogeneous. Fewer 

strikes and less disorder are reported compared to Greece, but not necessarily because there are not taking place, but 

also because the media does not talk about them. It is certainly true that the brainwashing carried by the media is 

really intense. The news report the praise coming from Germany and the US towards the Italian government that is 

doing “well”' accompanied by the false promise that the “sacrifices” are necessary to restore the economy. In a way it 

is like a student doing homework under the illusion of a reward that will never be granted, because there is no 

economy to be restored unless there is a change in the system. The reality does not match what you read in the 

newspaper. There are many alternative sources, such as CARITAS, witnessing and reporting the growing number of 

homeless people and the increasing poverty not only among immigrants and the elderly, but also among young 

Italians. 

Banks have provided loans to people, who in the past would have never been considered reliable, and this led to the 

housing bubble in the U.S. and other countries. 

The euro is not the cause of the crisis of European capitalism, but it has greatly exacerbated the problems especially of 

the weaker economies such as Greece and Italy. In the past it was possible devaluing the currency, but now this road 

has been blocked. The only alternative is the so called internal devaluation: wage cuts in the private and public sector, 

pension cuts, cuts to the health care and the public education system. In Italy, for example, there is not even a shadow 

of cuts in military spending. This gives us the chance to expand the focus, to demystify the crisis without  relegating it 

to one-department disciplines (economics, international relations, politics, religion), and to eventually view it in all its 

complexity: part of a much larger crisis, the crisis of the U.S Empire. The economic aspect of the crisis is only one of 

the four tentacles of the dying tetrapus
3
. Johan Galtung describes clearly how this Empire is organized: 

Obviously, the Center is often tempted by such major benefits as economic access to resources and markets, political 

support, cultural confirmation, and military bases, soldiers and alliances. And the Periphery may think in terms of 

being included, being in, even with a voice. Systemically, imperialism spells order -hierarchical, but orderly - to 

Center and Periphery, alike
4
. 

Where there is imperialism, there is unequal exchange between Center and Periphery, the Imperial Power and the 

Satellites. It shows up economically as misery, death as militarily, politically as repression, and alienation as 

culturally. The imperial essence are these four different aspects of exploitation, unequal exchange. But then as four 

secondary factors support that unequal exchange penetration / conditioning-segmentation-fragmentation 

marginalization. Penetration conditions (programs) the mind of the Periphery; segmentation calls on a very narrow 

band of their Mind and body; fragmentation keeps them apart from each other, and marginalization keeps them 

distant. Peripheries have been conditioned to want to do what they have to do by Center command 
5 

 Some in the periphery will be blind to exploitation and brutality and see benefits only. And those who benefit most 

will start behaving like the Center, acquiring Center tastes and idioms of all kind, looking like the members of the 

clubs they want to join. They will become the center of the periphery, putting the vast Majority of the periphery below 

them. And they will not only be like the center of the Center but share with them the spoils extracted. An Empire starts 

taking shape. With the tentacles attached Thus, the empire can really start sucking. The tetrapus feeds on economic 

extraction, political repression-submission, military intervention, and cultural cloning.3 On the tentacles are written 

hyper-capitalism, interventionist militarism, political hegemonism, and missionary exceptionalism
6
.  
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However, at some point, as already demonstrated by other Empires in history, this equilibrium (or better, dis-

equilibrium) starts failing: hyper-capitalism sucks the periphery with dry humans and nature in misery-depleted 

polluted. Interventionist militarism engenders resistance, the higher the overkill. Hegemonism fuels yearnings for 

autonomy, to be one's own master in one's own house. And missionarism, let alone exceptionalism -with a divinely 

mandated right to kill - stimulates old identities or creates new ones
7
.  

As already mentioned above, each chain always breaks at its weakest link, and the periphery, such as Greece and Italy, 

is the weakest link. Crises, like natural disasters, bring to light the social fault lines that would otherwise remain 

hidden, revealing the particular vulnerability of elderly people, women and children, people with disabilities, those 

marginalized by economic disparities. 

Nowadays it is not only problems closely related to the economic and financial sphere that need new projects and new 

answers. We should not underestimate the trauma that is affecting a whole generation, with the consequent loss of 

hope and of a sense of meaning in life as evidenced by the exponential increase in the number of depression disorders 

and suicides according to various magazines. The ISTAT (the Italian public research institution for social and 

economic research) report on suicides and suicide attempts, for 2010 (the last data available), dampens the alarm and 

relativizes the weight of suicide for economic reasons. Nevertheless, it is important to consider that the ISTAT report 

is based on the police’s reports: a source rather methodologically questionable.; the sudden loss of a job robs people of 

their livelihoods and even more of a sense of purpose in life and of dignity. Eventually, this is a real insult to the basic 

human needs of survival, wellness, freedom and identity. The challenge of rebuilding the sanity of the people is a 

difficult challenge that will take time. Considering the weight of suffering that all these people are facing one can only 

be dismayed witnessing the slow response coming from Politicians, and above all, the lack of a project that could be 

an alternative to the Hyper-capitalism rather than an attempt to put it back together, an innovative but also concrete 

and constructive project. No wonder if, with the worsening of the crisis, we will see the emergence of certain groups 

pointing out that there is too much chaos, that there are too many strikes and demonstrations and with them an 

increase for order and calm ... a page of history very familiar to the old continent. 

Interestingly the answers are not coming centrally; they come instead from the local communities and those portions 

of the population with greater resilience, i.e. women, the youth and those with the ability to deal constructively with 

traumatic events and to reorganize their lives positively in order to face difficulties. 

 

But what could be the possible solutions? How does the Europe we would like to live in look like? 

We want a world peace community
8
  

The U.S. Empire is gone when the U.S. stops exploiting, killing, controlling and programming and turns to others, 

economically, equitable trade with equal and mutual benefits for all; militarily, conflict solution and defensive 

defense, not killing; politically, negotiation between equals, not hegemonism; culturally, dialogue between equals, not 

assuming monopoly on truth; Promoting basic human needs for wellness-survival-freedom-identity
9 

Basically: 

equity as opposed to exploitation, with mutual and equal benefits. 
reciprocity as opposed to the conditioning of some by others; 
integration as opposed to the segmentation of division of labor; 
solidarity as opposed to the fragmentation of not relating; 
inclusion as opposed to exclusion, marginalization

10 
 
How can we achieve this? 
 
1) Promoting activities at the local level: a success story is the Green Belt Movement in Kenya and other parts of 

Africa, initiated by Wangaari Maathai as a means to restore power to each person and to react constructively to the 

threat of environmental destruction. This movement has been widespread and successful because it built on people 

working with others instead of pushing people to work for others. 

2) Re-New-or simply Unification?: Some twenty years ago, after the fall of the Berlin Wall, Europe had to open up to 

the group of countries of the Warsaw Pact, whose economies cannot be said to have been better than the economies of 
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Italy and Greece today. Germany can learn from its past; promoting redistribution and reunification: 

Wiedervereinigung, Neuvereinigung or Vereinigung (Reunification, New-unification or Unification)? This time the 

subject is broader and concerns the whole of Europe not only a part of its territory. 

3) and Greece? It may export the idea of Cleisthenes: the best electoral reforms in ancient Greek democracy that 

worked for 150 years before Philip the Macedonian’s reign and could also become the basis for a new form of 

European economy based on a combination of local communities and their common needs. 

4) and Italy? Let the Italians leave their politicians consuming themselves in their tussles, completely separated from 

the life of their populations and rather start initiatives from below. In southern Italy it is already possible to find people 

growing gardens to produce vegetables, people who are building houses from recycled materials or even better, 

rediscovering the traditions of their past- even the remote past- giving new life to aspects of the economy that had 

been forgotten. 
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